DISCIPLINE IN WAR

between Europeans and Egyptians: applicants, irre-
spective of nationality, must produce a certificate of
identity and personal recommendations of character
before the permit was granted. For substantial
reasons Port Said fell heavily under the military ban.
No individual within the Zone, whether resident or
visitor, henceforth might enter or leave this town
without special authority, and, as if that restriction
was not enough, a second order closed Port Said once
and for all to the public who had no definite business
in it. The news created profound dismay in the
foreign community of Cairo. Families, anxious to
escape the expense imposed by the overcrowding of
Alexandria, already had laid their plans to spend the
approaching summer in Port Said. Hotels had raised
their prices: houses and flats had been let at extra-
vagant rates. Bitterly did residents of Port Said,
expecting to reap a golden harvest, murmur at the
decision of the Commander-in-Chief. Yet in the
interests of the discipline of the troops the step was
wise; otherwise the town would have become the
Capua of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force.

More remained to be accomplished before General
Head-quarters were satisfied with their control of the
movement of civilians in the Zone. Egyptians had
found a way of evading the restrictions by professing
to be members of the crews of craft working up and
down the Canal. It was impracticable to distinguish
travellers from members of the crew : or in cases of
uncertainty to stop for purposes of investigation the
further passage of convoys of lighters loaded with
military supplies. For a period the difficulty was
overcome by placing guards upon craft in the service
of the Inland Water Transport: - a wasteful procedure
which was quickly abandoned when the Expeditionary
Force felt the pinch in men. But in the early months
of 1916 economy of men or of money was not